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HE LATE REV. PREBENDARY
HINGESTON RANDOLPH.

By Epxvuxp H. Sroprxe.

IT is safe to say that but few of the clergy in

the South and West of England keard of the
death of the Rev. Prebendsry Hingeston Ran-
dolph without a feeling of strong sympathy and
8 sense of loss. His gemial nature, his oaver-
sational powers, and his wide and general know-
ledge, made him a stremg amd attractive per-
sonality. Hedied (as we say) in hsmess, in the
little village of Rimgmore, South Devon (about
10 miles from Ivvbridge statiom), where he had
just completed his fiftieth year as incumbent,
after a short illness. at the ripe age of seventy-
eight. It is net too much 10 say that this ardent
churchman and distinguished swholar har loft a
gap which will not be easily filled.

During the early portson of his long carer he
voluntarily wnderteok the restoration of the
churches of St. Columb Minor, Zennor, Man-
acean, and the tower of St Colan, which will
always be regarded as types of conservative
restoration. His antiquanian and architectuzal
knowledge was oomsiderable, and he was fre-
quently appealed to for zuidance in the diccese
of Exeter, where he was =0 well known, His
acquaintance with all kinds of materials in wood
and stone made him a useful referee to many of
the clergy and laity. In addition to the above-
mentioned work of repair, he superintended more
than one new church, and as architect for
the enlargement of his own rectory, snd gave his
services ‘23 architectural assessor in three com-
petitions.

During the initial stages of the buildisg of
Truro Cathedral the late John Pearson decided
upon the entire removal of St. Mary's Church.
It was mainly owing to Prebendary Hingeston
Rnndol‘: who was ultimately supported by Arch-
bishop Benson, at that time Bishop of Truro, that
the south aisle was preserved in situ. The nation
owes a debt of gratitude for his long struggle for
its preservation. His long, appealing letters in
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the Times did much o bring aboat the sucosssiul result, and |
it is only fair to offsr & warm tribate to the architect of the |
cathedral for the masterly way in whick he incorperated this
ddi?hlhl piece of late th-century architecture.

n spite of the enormous work of research in compiling the
diccesan registers of Exeter, be invariably found time to
answor his numerous correspondents.  Those who had the
privilege of being among the number will always remember
his replies, which were models of precision and beautiful pen-

p. My acquaintance with him extended over a period
of twenty-two years, and I may say that I never met with a
moee reliable and unselfish ndent,

Those who knew something of the difficulties of deciphering
snd translating the early registers of the Exeter diocsse, which
of course embraced Cornwall, must have been struck with his
extraordinary patience and perseverance. The necessary mass
of papers and documents which had to be desalt with were
carefully put away and locked up before visitors were allowed
into his study. which was 8 model of neatness. His well-
reguiated mind was gifted with an extraordinary memory
which emabled him to discuss matters in which he was
especially interested (such as old church architecturs) with
extraordinary accuracy, He undertook the repairing of the
befocemenationed charches after they had fallen into s sad
state of meglect and decay, and at the time of his visits during
the progress of the churches, in which he was keenly interessed,

bolnndhthnllwumudinn-lo i
. . this -
feature, m.anuhhnmhtl:::'dnn"z::o
mnﬁr&ngcnuvwhkhhwwlil terary
) li and
his life seems to have been mml:oum:mat.ln—w i
Msummhbourladnpddmaﬁndhnhm:‘
%

~



